
Spawning Purple Spey 
This fly was invented by John Shewey in 1986. 
The fly was developed for winter fishing and 
grease-line fishing. The wing on this fly has a very 
unique leach like action that is very different from 
most other marabou-winged flies. It needs to be 
seen to be appreciated. Some care must be taken 
when selecting marabou for the wing of this fly in 
order for it to look and work correctly in the water. 
The best marabou for this fly should have long thin 
barbules with very even tips. Thick uneven barbules 
will make the fly look and work sloppy in the water. 
 
Good marabou quill. 

 
Bad marabou quill. 

 
There are several versions of this fly but the one 
below is my favorite. 
 
Tag: Flat gold tinsel  
Body: Fluorescent red thread or floss  
Wing: Purple marabou 
Collar: Purple hackle then dyed orange guinea hen 
Cheeks: Jungle cock (optional) 
Head: Red 
 
Start some fluorescent red thread on a spey style 
hook. 

 
 
 
 

Tie in some flat gold tinsel just above the hook 
point and wrap a short tag. 

 
 

 
Cover the hook shank heavily with the fluorescent 
red thread to about its mid point. This will be the 
back half of the fly’s body. 

 
Tie in some marabou fibers. They should extend to 
the bend of the hook. Clip off the excess and cover 
it with thread to about the thickness of the back 
portion of the body. 

 
 
Repeat the process with another clump making sure 
the tips are even with those of the first clump and 
work your way towards the eye of the hook.  

 
 

 



__________________ 

 
 

 
 
Stop the process leaving yourself room to tie in 2 
hackles at the front of the fly. 

 
Tie in a long purple hackle and wind it folding the 
barbules back towards the hook point and tie it off. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Tie in two jungle cock eyes on either side of the fly 
(this step is optional). 

 
 

 
Tie in a dyed orange guinea hen hackle and wind it 
the same way you did the purple hackle. 

 
Finish the head and give it several coats of head 
cement.  

 
__________________ 
 


